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 What would you do if you had 
a staggering fortune to spend? You 
might buy a yacht, have endless hol-
idays, book a futuristic journey into 
space, or perhaps become a philan-
thropist, but would you splurge it all 
on a garden? Probably not, but that’s 
exactly what the government of 
Singapore did when they had a bil-
lion dollars to spare. And they got a 
spectacular garden for their money
 The Gardens By The Bay 
have become one of Singapore's 
most popular attractions, and if 
you're a miser in the style of a Dick-
ensian Scrooge, you’ll be happy to 
know that you can explore much of 
this tropical paradise for no more 

than the cost of a breath of fresh air. 
You can wander through the Sun 
Pavilion with its extensive cactus 
and succulent display; stroll beside 
the calm waters of the adjacent Ma-
rina Bay; meander through gardens 
dominated by groves of gigantic ar-
tificial super trees cloaked in brome-
liads and vines; and dawdle beside 
lakes where glittering sunbirds feed 
on wildflowers, where turtles soak 
up the sunshine, and where butter-
flies flutter past in the gentlest of 
breezes. If you want to see the gar-
dens' star attractions however, you'll 
have to part with a few dollars, but 
the moment you step inside one of 
the immense glass conservatories 
that dominate the landscape, you'll 
agree that it was money well spent. 
 I guarantee that you'll be 
speechless as you enter the Cloud 
Forest conservatory where the 
world’s tallest indoor waterfall tum-
bles down the face of a 35-metre 
high man-made mountain that's 
draped with orchids, bromeli-
ads, and tropical rhododendrons 
that create a riot of colour among 



a mass of damp emerald ferns.
 You can take the leisurely 
option and ride the lift up to each 
segment of the mountain or sim-
ply meander along the maze of 
walkways that wind around and 
through its shaded heart. The state 
of the art technology that’s incor-
porated in this hi-tech conserva-
tory allows every massive panel of 
the gigantic dome to be adjusted, 
and automatically creates clouds of 
mist to maintain the steamy and hu-
mid atmosphere that's required for 
the survival of some of the world's 
most beautiful and unusual plants.
 The second of the gardens' 
major attractions is the Flower 
Dome - where a mind-blowing 
spectacle of colour and diversity 
has been created inside the world’s 
largest glass greenhouse. Step in-
side, and you’ll be embraced by 
the comfortable warmth of a rep-
licated Mediterranean climate and 
surrounded by spectacular displays 
of plants from around the world. 
Cacti, other desert plants, and ol-
ive trees that provided fruit for an-
cient people more than 1,000 years 
ago occupy the highest of the con-
servatory’s easily accessible levels. 

And far below, vast swathes of co-
lourful annuals that bloom around 
ornate pools and fountains create 
a psychedelic carpet at the feet of 
palm trees that are dwarfed by the 
massive dome. With continually 
changing themed displays, there’s 
always something unexpected in 
the Flower Dome where Christmas 
arrives with a blast of air that’s as 
cold as that of any European winter, 
with real snow underfoot, with real 
snowmen, and with real reindeers 

wandering among swathes of plants. 
 The super trees, which are 
dominant features of the gardens, 
are up to 50 metres high. More than 
160,000 plants of some 200 species 
cloak their immense steel skeletons, 
and if you’re not afraid of heights, 
you’ll gasp with wonder more than 
with fear if you take the easy jour-
ney up to the lofty forest canopy. 
From the Skyway platform that, at a 
height of 22 metres, links several of 
the ‘trees’, you’ll be a long way from 



the ground, but your courage will 
be rewarded with stunning views 
not only of the gardens, but also 
of the city and of the calm waters 
of the bay that lap at its doorstep. 
 You’ll need more than an 
hour or two to explore the Gardens 
By The Bay, where man, working 
with both nature and technology, 
has created a glorious extravagance 
of vegetation. But at the end of the 
day, when you think you’ve seen it 
all, don’t rush back to the chaos of 
the city, for there’s one more treat 
in store. As the curtain of night 
falls across the world’s stage, the 
super trees are illuminated with a 
kaleidoscope of continually chang-
ing colours, and the final touch of 
beauty shines on Singapore’s most 
alluring and memorable attraction.
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